
THE NAACP’S ACCOUNTING OF FUNDS COLLECTED 
REGARDING JENA, LOUISIANA 

 
   Members of the NAACP, in keeping with the charge of our   
   founders, stand against all forms of injustice. 
 
     Preamble, Constitution of the National Association  
     for the  Advancement of Colored People 
 
 
 For more than 98 years the NAACP has worked to ensure the equality of rights of 
all persons and to eliminate racial hatred and discrimination.  The NAACP calls on all 
people to support democracy, dignity and freedom.  Based on serious concerns about the 
events occurring in Jena, Louisiana, the NAACP took steps to make its units and 
members aware of the situation and to use its influence to assist the young men who were 
charged.  Our efforts included chartering an NAACP Branch in LaSalle Parrish Louisiana 
in May, 2007, to tackle broad based issues affecting the larger African American 
community. 
     
 The NAACP undertook several initiatives: 
 

• At the NAACP National Convention in Detroit, Michigan, delegates passed an 
Emergency Resolution expressing support and solidarity for the Jena Six, their 
families and the LaSalle Parish Branch of the NAACP; and demanding that the 
United States Department of Justice investigate and monitor the trial of the 
teenagers for any violations. 

•  On Monday, July 23, 2007, the NAACP began its internet campaign to draw 
national attention to the events in Jena. 

• On Friday, July 27, 2007, the internet campaign was modified to give those 
visiting the website the option of donating directly to Jean Six defense funds 
established by the families and by other organizations.  Visitors to the website 
were also given the option of donating directly to the NAACP to support its 
ongoing programs and initiatives.  The modified site was introduced on Monday, 
July 30, 2007.  Data on the webpage were updated as new developments occurred. 

• More than 144,000 visitors viewed information about the events in Jena on the 
NAACP website. 

• The NAACP started an on-line petition drive, to collect signatures to present to 
Louisiana Governor Katherine Blanco.  Over 180,000 signatures were collected 
and presented to the Governor by the NAACP Louisiana State Conference 
President, Ernest Johnson.   

• On September 19, 2007, a web link was placed on the NAACP website to allow 
visitors to view a live web cast of the historic September 20, 2007 March on Jena.  

• The Louisiana State Conference of NAACP Branches led thousands of marchers 
to protest injustice in Jena.  Joined by representatives of Rainbow Push, ACORN, 
The American Postal Workers Union, Alpha Phi Alpha, the faith community and 



others, marchers made a bold and unified demand for justice.  Dozens of NAACP 
units from Louisiana and from around the country, including Michigan, Arkansas, 
South Carolina and North Carolina, sent busses of NAACP members to 
participate in this historic event.  

• On September 20, 2007, following the march, the NAACP sponsored a town hall 
meeting of national experts on the school to prison pipeline.  The web cast was 
viewed by over 35,000 visitors. 

 
Contributions received by the NAACP in response to the Jena Campaign include: 
 
Internet Contributions:    $  8,782.00 
Mail Contributions:    $11,112.00 
 
Total:      $19,894.00 
 
Mail contributions of $11,112.00 include a $10,000.00 donation from celebrity 
musician David Bowie. 
 
Expenses related to support to the LaSalle Parrish Branch (travel, meetings and web 
cast) associated with the September 20, 2007 march and streaming video of the town 
hall meeting total: 
 
       $10,283.00 
 
 
Excess of revenue over expense   $  9,611.00 
 

 The NAACP will provide a check in the amount of $10,000.00 in pro rata shares, 
to the attorneys providing legal services to the Jena defendants.   

 
 Knowing that many young men and women of color outside Jena face 
discrimination in the criminal justice system, the NAACP has declared a State Of 
Emergency to call attention to the problem of unequal justice nationwide.  We welcome 
the support and assistance of all likeminded individuals and organizations seeking 
systematic change and broad based solutions to racial injustice.  
 
 The NAACP and its members thank you for your continuing support and 
dedication to justice. 


